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Message from the Editor...

EAR READERS

Welcome to the Christ-

mas edition of The United
Messenger.

A nice story written by Hazel
Elrick, a new member at St Barna-
bas Church, was submitted for pub-
lication this month.

Thanks to Parish-
pumps.co.uk for some of the pic-
tures and extra material for this
month’s magazine. Other pictures
from GDJ pixabay.com and vec-
teezy.com.

Thank you Katy for updating
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Broadway Church‘s Facebook page. Keep it up.

Mick

Sundays of the Month (December)

30" November - 1st Sunday of Advent
7" December - 2nd Sunday of Advent
14" December - 3rd Sunday of Advent
21 December - 4th Sunday of Advent
28" December - 1st Sunday of Christmas

Thoughts and opinions expressed in this magazine belong solely to the author, and not
necessarily those shared by Broadway Church, St Barnabas Church, ministers or the

editor.
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Dear Beloved Church Family

EAR CHURCH readers

May the peace of Christ

fill your hearts this
Advent season. As we await the
coming of our Saviour, may you
find joy in each moment, hope in
every promise, and love in all that
you do. Go forth to share the light
of His love with the world around

you. Amen."
As we approach the end of
2025 and entering into the

beautiful season of Advent, let us
take a moment to reflect on the
year gone by — a time filled with
both challenges and blessings.
Dear brothers and sisters, this
December, | encourage each of
you to pause and thank God for
His unwavering love and presence
throughout the year 2025.

For those among us who
have faced the sorrow of losing
loved ones this year, my prayers
are with you all. In the midst of our
grief, may we find comfort in the
memories and the love we shared.
Certainly this Christmas we will
miss them sorely.

| want to encourage us to

remember the words of Psalm
34:18, "The Lord is close to the
broken hearted and saves those
who are crushed in spirit.”
We pray that God’s peace and
comfort be with us all.

| am very thankful to God
for all of you, your dedication and
commitment. As we have entered
into the blessed season of Advent.
Advent is a time of profound
significance, marking a period of
anticipation and preparation for
the coming of Christ. We will learn
about hope, joy, peace, and love.
As we prepare to celebrate the
birth of our Saviour, let us also
open our hearts to share our
stories and testimonies with one
another. Your experiences can
inspire and uplift those around

you, reminding us of God’s
faithfulness and love.
During advent in our

Sunday church services, | humbly
invite you to come ready to share
your life story/faith journey/
testimonies. (Only if you are

comfortable please)
Whether they are stories of
(Continued on page 4)

Contributions January’s magazine should be with me by:

Friday 19" December please. Thank you.
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(Continued from page 3)
getting some blessings, success stories or any miracle you have
experienced in this year.

Dear brothers and sisters, let us encourage one another,
strengthening our faith as a family united in Christ.

As we celebrate this festive season, and you will be
celebrating Christmas with your family and friends, myself and my
children, want to extend our warmest wishes to you and your loved
ones for a joyful Christmas and a blessed New Year in 2026.

Thank you for your prayers, your kindness, and vyour
unwavering support for us and for one another throughout the year.

May God continue to bless you all..

Let us pray:
Heavenly Father,
We thank You for
the gift of this past
year. May we always
recognize Your hand
in our lives, whether
in moments of joy
or sorrow. We lift up
those mourning the
loss of loved ones
and ask for Your
comforting
presence. As we
celebrate  Advent,
fill our hearts with
hope, joy, peace,
and love. Help us to
share our stories,
encouraging one another in faith. Bless our congregation as we move
into a new year; may we continue to grow in love and service. We ask
this in Jesus precious name,

Amen. Mona
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Joe's Story - Hazel Elrick

Truth is stranger than fiction.

WAS in love with the loveliest

girl in the world and we were

saving up to be married next
year. She came into my workshop
with some cake. | thought she
looked a bit pale. She said she was
expecting a baby. Bless her heart,
so innocent, “We’ll have lots of
babies, My Love — once we’re mar-
ried,” | said, “Your Mum will ex-
plain if you ask her”.

She insisted she was preg-
nant NOW, but still a virgin,
WHAT? Then she was talking
about seeing angels and some
other weird stuff | didn’t under-
stand. | don’t know how | kept my
voice down, but there could have
been customers outside. “Listen
Woman,” | said urgently, “if you
really are expecting, you know it’s
not mine. You must get out of this
village - if this gets out you could
be stoned to death!”

“I’l go and stay with my cousin”,
she said, “Will you take me?”

I’ve met her cousin, a love-
ly motherly lady, never had chil-

dren of her own, ironic isn’t it? And
she’s too old now, but she’ll take
care of Mary. And they live a bit out
of the way, which is useful.

That leaves me with the bitter task
of spending what I’d saved for our
wedding, finding someone who
can arrange a discreet, quiet di-
vorce for us. That’s right, | did say
divorce. It may be different in your
culture, but our betrothal was le-
gally binding.

| can’t think any further
ahead than that. There is no fu-
ture.

| saw Mary safely to her
cousin’s. | didn’t say another word
to her. ldidn’tgoin.

It was a weary journey
back. When | got home | was shat-
tered. | was asleep before | could
get undressed.

Then in my dream | see a
real angell — A messenger from
God!

He came to the point -
“Yes you are dreaming but Yes it’s
realand | am an angel”

“You are not going to die. You are
not getting a divorce. You are going

(Continued on page 6)
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Mustard Seed Mission

ustard seed Missions 'Love in a
o <,

| delivered 16 shoe boxes. .

Thank you so much to those who filled a

box/boxes. Boys were popular this year as they n ’ﬂ’

quite outnumbered the girls!

All will bring joy to the children and young people in Moldova.
Kath Shaw

HE ELDERS recently received an

excellent suggestion from a member of

the congregation who felt that a small
box placed near the entrance to the Church
could be used to receive money to put towards
the Church flowers. A suitable box has now
been purchased, and any contributions can be
placed either in the box or given direct to
Sandra or Denise

(Continued from page 5)

to stand by Mary and look after this baby. Don’t be scared to Joseph -
she hasn’t been unfaithful”

He reminded me of what Isaiah had said....”a virgin will be with
child....... ”. | never knew that was meant literally! “Too difficult for
God?” he challenged.

Before | woke he added, “One step at a time Joseph. Just keep trust-
ing in God -both of you. Tough times ahead. But you’ll be OK.”

Short Story by Hazel Elrick
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A Morning out

MORNING in early November (7) three of us (Pauline,
Sandra and myself) went out to Blackbrooks Garden Centre
on the A22, to have a look around and have the obligatory
scone and coffee/tea. And very nice it was!

June

| Merry | From Blackbroos
Ch x 1 Lower Dicker
ristmas:
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215" December - Winter Solstice

MIDWINTER festival has

been a part of life since

pre-Christian times.
When the hours of daylight are
fewest, the warmth of the sun
weakest, and life itself seemingly
at a standstill, our ancestors, the
pagan peoples of Europe and
Western Asia, kept festival by
lighting bonfires and decorating
their buildings with evergreens.

Perhaps they believed that
the dying sun could be
enheartened by fire, and the life of
the buried seed assured by the
presence of evergreen branches.

With  the advent of
Christianity, the Spring gods
became identified with Christ, and
the birthday of the sun with the
birthday of the Light of the World.

The early church father

Tertullian did not approve of
Christmas decorations. “Let those
who have no light in themselves
light candles!... You are the light of
the world, you are the tree ever
green....” But by the time of St
Gregory and St Augustine, four
centuries later, this had changed.
Pope Gregory instructed Augustine
not to worry about harmless
outward customs, as long as the
right God be worshipped through
them. And so many Anglo-Saxon
customs were never discarded,
but simply endowed with a new
significance.

By 1598 one John Stow of
London wrote how: “Against the
feast of Christmas, every man’s

house, as also their parish
churches, were decked with
holme, vie, bayes, and

whatsoever the season of the
yeare afforded to be greene.”

Imogen.

Christmas 2019
(Thank you Katy)

A PHOTO of the late Dee Boydell and
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Treasurer's Report

- Broadway Church

HE TOTAL for Gift Day
was £2,150.00

The total for Christmas Fayre was
£518.86

A VERY BIG THANK YOU to
all. who helped to raise such
Wonderful Results for these Very
Special Events.

The Communion
Collection for November was for
YMCA £96.94 and has been sent.

The Communion
Collection for December is for
"ACTION FOR CHILDREN" | shall
need all the boxes for Action for
Children ASAP so | can empty and
return before Christmas.

The Offertory for October
including standing orders and
envelopes amounted to £1,374.45.
Coffee collections for October
came to £54.78.

The amounts raised

through hiring of our premises
cameto £777.00
The expenses for October
were as follows:-
¢ The Ministry including URC
and CSUA was £1,615.00
¢ Refreshments cost £14.20.
Thank you all for keeping
the cupboard full of biscuits.
¢ Utilities for October was
£187.47
¢ Cleaning for October was
£449.96
¢+ Radio Mic. £35.25.
¢ United Messenger £29.55.
Thanks Mick for an
excellent Magazine.

Thank you all for looking after the
Church Garden picking up rubbish
and weeding and sweeping
pebbles etc. Please think of how
we should look after the grass in
front of the railings.

John Donoghue

MERRY

HAPPY NEW YEAR

Vecteezy.com
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Christmas Eve and Christmas Day

OW DO you celebrate

Christmas Eve? It has

its own customs, the
most popular of which is going to
Midnight Mass, or the Christ-Mass.
This is the only Mass of the year
that is allowed to start after
sunset. In Catholic countries such
as Spain, Italy and Poland,
Midnight Mass is in fact the most
important church service of the
entire Christmas season, and
many people traditionally fast
beforehand. In other countries,
such as Belgium and Denmark,
people dine during the evening,
and then go on to the Midnight
Service.

The British are behind
some countries when it comes to
exchanging presents: in Germany,
Sweden and Portugal the custom
is to exchange on Christmas Eve.
But the British are ahead of Serbia
and Slovakia, where the Christmas
tree is not even brought into the
house and decorated until
Christmas Eve.

Christmas Day

For nearly four weeks leading up to
Christmas Christians recognise a
period called Advent. It means
‘coming’. It is a time of spiritual
preparation. 'Coming' refers to
Jesus’ first coming as a baby, but it
also looks forward to a day when
Jesus is expected to return in
triumph at His ‘second coming’ to
establish perfect justice and a new
order of peace.

Christians

Originally
marked Advent as a time when

they refrained from excessive
eating and drinking. Then
Christmas Day reintroduced them
to the joys of feasting. Christmas
celebrations lasted for 12 days,
with gifts exchanged as a climax at
Epiphany (6th January). Today,
however, Advent is more likely to
be associated with accelerating
festivity, with the days following

(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)

Christmas something of an anti-climax until ‘twelfth night’, on which
decorations are removed. Christmas Day is celebrated as the
anniversary of Jesus’ birth, although the actual date is not
known. Most Christians celebrate it on 25" December. However,
the Orthodox Church (the ancient churches in Eastern Europe and
parts of Asia) follows a different calendar and celebrates on 7th
January. Christians make a point of taking communion on Christmas
Day. Many make it the first thing they do as the clock strikes
midnight.

On 6™ January the Christmas festival continues with a
celebration of Epiphany, which means ‘the appearance’. Christians
remember the visit of wise men (magi) to Jesus, bringing gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. The Christmas tradition of exchanging gifts
originally honoured these men, who were the first non-Jews
(Gentiles) to worship Jesus. It forms a reminder that in Jesus God
was giving Himself for the benefit of the entire world.

Orthodox Christians use this day to recall the baptism of
Jesus as a grown man. The significance of Jesus being baptised was
that He identified Himself with human beings in all their need. They
mark the day by praying for God’s blessing on rivers, wells, and water
sources.

Christmas has never been just an escapist festival for
Christians. Those who treat it seriously recognise that not all the
world is able to face the days with frivolity or joy. The day after
Christmas, Boxing Day, was historically marked as the feast of St
Stephen. He was the first man to be put to death rather than give up
his belief that Jesus was God.

And two days later a day remembering the Massacre of the
Innocents recalls Herod’s attempt to destroy Jesus by killing all male
babies in Bethlehem. Although not so widely marked as Christmas
Day, it gives Christians the opportunity to pray for children in today’s
world who suffer as a result of the actions of adults.
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CHRISTMAS CAROL SINGING
= EAST TEAM CHURCHES

WHERE: EASTBOURNE DISTRICT GENERAL
HOSPITAL

WHEN: 19TH DECEMBER 2025 AT 2:00PM

JOIN US TO CELEBRATE THE BIRTH OF
CHRIST JESUS AND SPREAD HIS LOVE AND
JOY 10 All f@

SO@
(D)
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Reflecting Faith: Listening to the gospel

ONE OF the highlights of the
Christmas services is the reading
of the opening passage from
John’s Gospel, ‘/n the beginning
was the Word ...’

| love the poetry of the
words and sentences, as

read out the gospel he would be
facing the northern side of the
church. Traditionally that was the
colder, darker side, thought to be
‘least’ holy and therefore in need
of the gospel most.

Nowadays all

well as their very ‘In the readings may be given
meaning. In most . ) from the same place at
churches everyone will beg/nn/ng the front of church,
stand for that reading, was the though in some churches
which emphasises its B the gospel book will be
importance. But what Word ... processed with or
makes it important? without candles, into the

Most gospel passages that
are read in church include the
words of Jesus Himself, handed
down to us over the centuries, but
here there are none. Rather, this is
the defining statement of who
Jesus is and where He came from.

The way that the gospel
readings are valued by the Church
can be seen in our church
buildings over the years. In older
churches you will find two
lecterns, one either side of the
central altar. The right-hand side is
for the Old Testament and epistle
readings, and the left-hand side
lecturn (as the congregation faces
the altar) is for the gospel reading.

On the altar, the holder for
the priest’s book was physically
moved to that side, so that as he

centre of the congregation, to
bring us all gathering around
Christ’s words.

It is because of this
absolute importance of the
gospels that people face the
gospel, so as it is processed, they
move their body and heads
towards it. This will leave some
people with their backs to the altar
for that time, but it is the ‘Word
made flesh’ that we honour.

This month: This year during the
Christmas season, listen out for
that wonderful passage from John
chapter 1 and consider how and
where from it is being read and
how that reflects the faith of the
congregation you are within.
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Broadway Service with Mona

Keep it a surprise

Three-year-old Lily was helping her mother wrap a present for her father.
While wrapping, her mother told Lily about keeping the present a secret so
it would be a surprise. After the present was wrapped, Lily proudly put it
under the tree.

When her father asked her if he could shake it and guess what's
inside, she said very seriously, "No, that's not possible. T-shirts don't
rattle."
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St Barnabas Fellowship

(e

'-r\;{ i

Who was the Real Virgin?

A ten-year-old, under the tutelage of her grandmother, was becoming quite
knowledgeable about the Bible. Then one day she floored her grandmother
by asking, "Which virgin was the mother of Jesus? The virgin Mary or the
King James Virgin?"
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The man who

married Mary

HE TRADITIONAL Nativity

scene on our Christmas

cards has Mary with the
Holy Babe. Around her are the
shepherds and Magi. We may also
see stable animals, angels and a
star! While Joseph is often includ-
ed, his presence seems to be of
minor importance.

After all, we praise God for
Jesus with our familiar Christmas
carols, mentioning angels, shep-
herds, Wise Men and Mary but the
name of Joseph is absent! Why is
Joseph given a low profile? For he
is a man to be remembered.

Joseph was a resident of
Nazareth. He worked as a carpen-
ter and his skills would have in-
cluded making furniture, repairing
buildings, and crafting agricultural
tools. Although Joseph had an
honourable profession, he would
not have been a man of great
wealth.

The gospel writers Mat-
thew and Luke give Joseph a few
brief mentions. After the birth of
Jesus, Joseph and Mary go to the
temple in Jerusalem to dedicate

the Baby to God. Afterwards, they
flee into Egypt to escape the wrath
of Herod and much later return to
Nazareth. 12 years later, Mary and
Joseph go with Jesus to Jerusalem
for the Passover feast. Here they
lose Jesus, only to find Him in the
Temple talking with religious lead-
ers!

Apart from these verses,
the New Testament is silent about
the rest of Joseph’s life. However,
we do know that Joseph was father
to other children by Mary. His four
sons are named, and they had at
least two daughters. (See Mat-
thew 13:55)

And we also know that Jo-
seph was someone who quietly
and humbly took on the awesome
role in caring for the early life of
the Son of God. Joseph would have
taught Jesus many things — not just
the skills of a labourer, but the lore
of the countryside which was evi-
dent in our Lord’s teaching. Jesus
grew up within a loving family and
described God as ‘Father’, know-
ing also the good fatherly qualities
of Joseph.

(Continued on page 19)
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(Continued from page 18)

In the Christmas story, Joseph is placed into a situation that
brought him misunderstanding and suspicion. But Joseph remained
faithful in the knowledge that as long as God had spoken, the opinion
of others mattered little. Before Jesus began His ministry, it is be-
lieved that Joseph died. It is likely Jesus took on many of His father’s
responsibilities before He left home.

In the eyes of the world, Joseph was a nobody. He was not a
man of valour, fame, and fortune. But he was the one who had paren-
tal responsibility for the greatest person who has ever lived!

It is sad that we often equate ordinariness with ineffective-
ness. Down the ages, God has used many ordinary people to accom-
plish great things. God continues to use ordinary people. Like Joseph,
we need to know that doing God’s will is the most important thing in
life. May we, this Christmas, respond to God’s call to us and please
Him in all that we do.

Why was Jesus born in a barn?

Our pretty Christmas cards do not do it justice — the stable that Jesus
was born in would have been smelly, dirty, and full of mess. So why
did God not provide something better for His beloved Son? Why let
Joseph and Mary scrounge around until they ended up in a smelly sta-
ble?

Perhaps because the King of Kings being born in a foul stable
is a perfect picture of redemption. Jesus came from glory into a world
filled with the dirt, filth and darkness of sin. And Jesus was not put off
by darkness in the least — instead, He came to be the Light of the
World.

Thank God for His unspeakable gift. No wonder the angels
sang “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will to-
ward men. ” (Luke 2:14)
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Broadway United Church Birthdays
December 2025

o e Happy Birthday

19™ John Boakye

e L

P50 58 SR R R R Gk SR SR SR

.
.
"
"
.
"
.
o

I9999999999999999999999999999999399
Broadway United Church

Every second Saturday of the month

g :
g :
§ (CIGFFEfED §
S 3
S 3
g :
S 3

13" December 25
at
10am

g@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@g
Page 20



-
'

..‘ ¢ '.f;l v - . ST 1.\% b
. . ‘/’// ;\ .‘.. u$

- N a rr :
Ead

-

y Fee

-

loing your s

No Entr
fter d

=
s
7
bt
©
b
(v}
©
c
L]
-
o
o)
g
=

~christmas-presents-and-pine-branches-in-winter-sesson

YYYYYY

YYYYYY

Py
1y 4 o "
e Pop In a

Z = https:/Avww.vecteazy.com/photo /685763 13-snowy-forest-with

A

-
._.

L 2 & .-.o.-r/...‘.:?, e - .
o ~‘!-.

-
Isl.l.l..l..‘.liﬁl.!. I..\u’lql.*. e W g g o

Y o
1




Broadway's Christmas Fair - the prep

i
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South Coast Ballet: The
Nutcracker

Phone

Box office open Monday -

Saturday 9am - 5pm and Sunday
10am - 4pm. Open until 8pm on

show days.

01323 412000

Or book on line:
https://trafalgartickets.com/
eastbourne-theatres-
eastbourne/en-GB

South Coast Ballet (my daughter Rachael's dance company) are at the
Congress Theatre this December.

They are putting on The Nutcracker, a Christmas favourite. Cast
age range from 8 years, to mature(!) from dance schools from across the
area. This will be their fourth production.

The pictures, below, shows my granddaughters, Imogen and
Zoe, in their costumes for Liquorice, in the Land of Sweets. Again, Alan
Gower is taking part. Many of you know Alan from Lunch Club.

e - ‘]
bo -
e
.

¥ ¢ \‘; Congress Theatre
Y N
gige 7' December

(Tickets are selling well)
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tel:01323412000

Christmas Services at Broadway

Eroadway United Church
' j"f}Sunday 21 Decembes

A 10am Service

Carols and Readings

24" December 2025
11:30pm - 12:15am
MMidnight Mass

Pictures by Katy
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Who's who at BROADWAY United Church

Elders:

Sue Sanders: Senior Elder
01323 505866
* Pulpit supply
* Catering Convener

* Link with Community
Lunches

* Junior Church

Les Aisbitt:
* Link with Property
* Sound System

Caroline Braybrook:
* Dpty Authorized person for weddings

Pauline Buchan

Alison Flynn:

* Authorized person for weddings

Sue Miller
* Pianist

Kath Shaw:
* Cradle Roll

* Bible Readers Coordinator

Ruth Rowland:
* Door stewards coordinator

* Link with Junior Church
Val Cornish

Stu Miller :
* Sound system

Denise Woodfin

People with other responsibilities:

John Donoghue
* Church Treasurer

Email: jndonoghue38@gmail.com

Pat Aisbitt:
* Letting Steward
buchurch21@gmail.com

Steve Waters:
* Church Council Secretary:
Email:

Mick Mulley 07985932783
* Worship Leader
* Weekly Newsletter,
* The United Messenger
(Monthly magazine)
* Broadway Praise Singers
* Website:
https://broadwayunitedchurch.co.uk
The Cottage
2 Levett Avenue
Polegate
BN26 6LW
Email: mjmulley@gmail.com

Jolly Pett 07743374887
* Safeguarding Officer
broadwaychurchsafeguarding@gmail.com

Page 25



mailto:broadwaylettings@gmail.com
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ST BARNABAS Rota details for DECEMBER 2025

7ﬂ1

14™

le‘r

281'h

Vestry:
Corridor:

D/Stewards:

Reader:

Vestry:
Corridor:

D/Stewards:

Reader:

Vestry:
Corridor:

D/Stewards:

Reader:

Vestry:
Corridor:

D/Stewards:

Reader:

Pat Beeney
Allie Bowles
Brenda Jenkins
Allie Bowles

Brenda Jenkins
Janice Crompton
Pat Beeney
Janice Crompton

Pat Beeney
Allie Bowles
Brenda Jenkins
Allie Bowles

Brenda Jenkins
Janice Crompton
Pat Beeney
Brenda Jenkins

If you are unable to fulfil your duty please arrange to change with someone

else. Thank you.

U very Peaceful
at St Barnabas
Chluvich
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Who's who at ST BARNABAS Church

Church Secretary:
Janice Crompton 01323 639042
Email: jancrompton@hotmail.com
Lettings * Property * Preachers Coordinator

* Kk Kk k kx k%

Treasurer:
Janice Crompton 01323 639042
Email: jancrompton@hotmail.com
Catering Convenor * Safeguarding Officer
“Make Lunch” link

* k k k k k%

Church Councillors:
Val Attwood Allie Bowles Shon Shahbaz

* Kk Kk Kk Kk k%

Brenda Jenkins

Readers/ Stewards Rota Coordinator * Worship Leader

Page 27




Services at St Barnabas for DECEMBER (09.45am)

7th
14
21
24t
25t
28t

John Berryman

Dr Dawn Mulley

Rev’d Memona Shahbaz (Communion)
United Service at Broadway (11.30pm)
United Service at Broadway (10am)

Rev’d Memona Shahbaz

Services at Broadway for DECEMBER (10am)

7" Dr Dawn & Mick Mulley (Nativity AAW)
14" Rev’d Memona Shahbaz
21t  Rev’d Brian Wightwick (Carols and Readings)
24" Zeerak Shahbaz (11.30pm)
25" Rev’d Memona Shahbaz (Christmas Morning)
28" Zeerak Shahbaz
ELDERS (Broadway) December DOOR ROTA (Broadway)
7" Alison & Sue Sanders 7" Pat
14" Caroline & Alison 14"  Maggie
21t Kath & Denise 21 Val
24 (11.30pm) 24t -
25" Stu & Sue Miller 251" Val
28"  Val & Sue Sanders 28"  Glynis
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